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NOTES FROM THE JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE OF 
BURGESSES, 1712-1726. 

Oct. 22, 1712. — Robert Buckner, commissioned by Governor 
Spotswood, took the oath as clerk of the House of Bur- 
gesses; Peter Beverley elected Speaker. 

Oct. 24, 1712. — Peter Jones, in behalf of himself and the rangers 
under his command in the county of Prince George, 
petitions for their claims. Similar petition of William 
Edmunds, lieutenant of rangers in Surry County. 

Oct. 25, 1712. — Petition of William Timson for allowance on 
account of attending the last three General Courts and 
hanging Elizabeth Gordon. 

Oct. 27, 1712. — Petition of Christopher Smith in behalf of him- 
self and eleven men more for ranging; petition of James 
Adams as interpreter of the Pamunkey and Chicka- 
hominy Indians. 

Oct. 29, 17 12. — Claim of John Brodnax, keeper of the public 
Goal in Williamsburg. 

Oct. 31, 1712. — The committee of the whole recommends that 
Susanna Allen be paid for dieting 81 French prisoners 
captured from a French privateer by an English guard 
ship. 

Nov. 1, 1 7 12. — Petition of Christopher Smith, lieutenant of 
rangers in King William Co., for the value of a house 
(horse?) lost in the country's service. 

Nov. 4, 1712. — Tuscarora Indians confined in the public Goal. 

Nov. 5, 1 71 2. — Frederick Jones, who some years ago removed 
two slaves out of this colony into North Carolina, his 
plantation having been totally ruined by the hostilities 
there; asks permission to bring his said negroes back 
again without paying duty; granted. 

Nov. 20, 1712.- — Thomas Baxter and ten men under his com- 
mand mentioned as rangers in Stafford County. 

Nov. 24, 1712. — The House refuses any more money for build- 
ing Bruton Church than the 20o£ voted in 17 10. 
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Nov. 25, 1712. — Henry Cary, one of the overseers for the build- 
ing of the Governor's house. Account allowed. 

Nov. 10, 1713. — Petition from Philip and Margaret Jones for a 
reward of forty pounds for killing two Tuscarora 
Indians. 

Nov. 12, 1713. — Petition of Mr. Secretary Cocke and Chicheley 
Corbin Thacker clerk of the Secretary's office. 
Petition of Thomas Thornton for pay as a lookout on the 
seashore. 

Nov. 21, 1713. — An engrossed bill to enable William Smith to 
dispose of certain entailed lands in New Kent, on set- 
tling other lands in King William to the same uses. 

Nov. 23, 1714. — A petition of George Walker, searcher in the 
Lower District of James River. 
Claims of Edward Row, John Brodnax, Samuel Triplet 
and Miles Cary. 

Nov. 27, 1 7 14. — Resolved that John Cottrell of the County of 
Northumberland for words reflecting upon the House 
and publicly abusing George Eskridge, gentleman, a 
member of this House, be sent for; also John Haney 
of said county for abetting him ; and John Ingram, Wil- 
liam Jones, Samuel Heath and John Coping of North- 
umberland and Thomas Carter, of Lancaster, as wit- 
nesses. 

Nov. 30, 1 714. — Mr. George Marable, the member from James 
City County, questioned for abusing members. Excused 
on his declaring no ill intent. 

Dec. 3, 1714. — Petition of Charles Barret for visits, attendance 
and physick administered to prisoners in the public goal. 

Dec. 9, 1714. — John Cottrell and John Haney discharged. 

Dec. 10, 1714. — Mr. John Tyler attended the house with his 
accompts for the Governor's House for the time that 
he was overseer of that 'building. 

Dec. 14, 1714. — Petition of Francis Tyler, messenger of the 
House. (This officer performed the duties of sergeant- 
at-arms not yet created.) 
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Dec. 24, 1714. — Mr John Tyler's accompts of the Governor's 
House reported to show a balance of 238^ 10s. id. due 
him. 

Aug. 3, 171 5. — Daniel McCarty elected Speaker. 

Aug. 4, 1715. — Rev. Benjamin Goodwin chaplain, Miles Cary 
clerk of the Committee on Propositions and grievances. 
Petitions of Mr. Philip Lightfoot, Mr. Christopher Jack- 
son, Mr. George Keeling, Mr. Richard Littlepage, Mr. 
Thomas Butts, and Mr. Alexander Walker, justices of 
New Kent Co., who refused to certify certain petitions 
of the people of their county, complained of. 

Aug. 7, 1715. — John Boiling, of Henrico, for a breach of privi- 
lege in beating Mr. Richard Cocke, a member, sent for 
in custody, and Mr. Francis Epes and Mr. John Willcox, 
mariner, summoned as evidences. 

Aug. 12, 171 5. — Mr. James Shields, messenger of the House, 
by commission from the Governor. 

Aug. 27, 171 5. — Gov. Spotswood charges that the House of Bur- 
gesses aspires to greater authority than was ever pre- 
tended to by the House of Commons 

April 23, 1718. — Daniel McCarty elected Speaker. 

April 23, 1718. — Thomas Eldridge, commissioned clerk of the 
House of Burgesses by the Governor, took the oath as 
clerk. 

April 23, 1718. — Gov. Alexander Spotswood's address extolling 
the prosperity of the colony. The levy in former times 
was often annually 100 lbs of tobacco per poll, but 83 
pounds per poll is the total sum levied in eleven years. 
Rev. Hugh Jones admitted as chaplain. 
Mr. Godfrey Pole and Mr. Mathew Kemp pray to be ad- 
mitted clerks of the committee on Propositions and 
grievances. Mr. Godfrey Pole is selected. 

April 25. — Claims of Henry Tyler, sheriff of York County, and 
Thomas Nutting, sheriff of York County. 

April 26, 1718. — Petition of Mr. William Kimball for allowance 
as Interpreter to the Sapony Indians. 
Petition of Harry Beverley and others for a law to build 
a bridge over Dragon Swamp. 
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April 28, 1718. — Thomas Eldridge resigns as clerk, and John 
Randolph, commissioned by the governor, was sworn 
clerk. 

May 7, 1718. — Petition of Richard Hickman for an allowance 
for writing a copy of the Laws of 171 1, for the use of 
the General Court. 

May 15, 1 71 8. — Address of the Burgesses to the governor regard- 
ing the unjust treatment of Moses Price and other Vir- 
ginia soldiers sent to the assistance of South Carolina. 

May 19, 1718. — Petition of Thomas Barrett in regard to the Bill 
for better regulating the ferry across Chickahominy 
river. 

May 20, 1718. — Proposals for founding scholarships in William 
and Mary College. 

May 27, 1718. — Petition of John Randolph for 20,600 lbs tobacco, 
his annual salary as clerk of the H. of B., at the rate 
of ten shillings a hundred. 

May 24, 1718. — Claim of James Servant presented. 

May 29, 1718. — Resolution of the House to appropriate i6o to 
be laid out by John Clayton in a suitable monument over 
the remains of Governor Edward Nott in Bruton 
Churchyard, none having hitherto been erected. In- 
scription" thereon to Be devised by him. 

Nov. 12, 1718. — Petition of Henry Briggs, for an allowance as 
interpreter of the Nottoway, Meherrin and Nansemond 
Indians. 

Nov. 14, 1718. — Reward offered for the capture of Capt. Teach 
(Blackbeard) and his officers and crew. 

Nov. 18, 1718. — Petition of John Armistead of New Kent to sell 
certain entailed lands. Referred to next session. 

Nov. 21, 1718. — The Governor complained of for appointing 
George Walker, a known Quaker, to execute the office 
of a naval officer in the Lower District of James River. 

Nov. 24, 1718. — A petition of Thomas Jones for himself and 
the rest of the late Virginia Indian Company to be 
reimbursed for maintaining the Indian hostages and 
guard at Christana. 
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Nov. 8, 1 718. — Spotswood offers to bet the House of Burgesses 
£1000 that their charges against him would be decided 
unjust by any impartial person. 

Nov. 2, 1720. — John Holloway elected speaker. William Robert- 
son clerk of the General Assembly. 

Nov. 5, 1720. — Petition of William Kimball and Henry Briggs 
Indian interpreters. 

Nov. 12, 1720. — Petitions from New Kent and Princess Anne 
that free schools may be erected and maintained in each 
county, out of the public funds. 

Nov. 14, 1720. — Petition from Surry County that the importation 
of negroes be prohibited. 

Nov. 19, 1720. — Petition of John Tyler for an allowance for 
his negro Priamus, who had his right arm shot off and 
was otherwise badly injured as he was firing the great 
guns the 20th October, 1719, the anniversary of his 
Majesty's coronation. 

Nov. 23, 1720. — Proposition from John Holt, owner of Hog 
Island, for keeping the ferry at Hog Island and build- 
ing a bridge over the creek dividing the Island from the 
Main. 

Nov. 24, 1720. — Spotswood's message about a lighthouse at 
Cape Henry. The Speaker (John Holloway) com- 
plained of Mr. Philip Lightfoot for accusing him of 
betraying his county in advocating its division. Light- 
foot sent for. 

Nov. 27, 1720. — Mr. Lightfoot attends the house and explains 
his words. 

Dec. 2, 1720. — Mr. Lightfoot required to read a paper apologetic 
of his language to the Speaker. 
Passage of the Bill to add that part of James City County, 
west of the Chickahominy to Charles City County and 
make the Chickahominy the dividing line, and to con- 
solidate the parts of the parishes of Westover and 
Weyanoke, on the north side of James River, and that 
part of Wallingford parish on the west side of Chicka- 
hominy into one parish — Westover. 
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Dec. 9. — Christopher Jackson empowered to lay out the lots 
at Archer's Hope Creek and to have 10 pds and the 
trees cut down. 

Dec. 3. — The address of the Council and House of Burgesses to 
the King for building a fort at each of the passes in 
the great mountains. 

Dec. 16. — Message of Governor Spots wood that he had sent Capt. 
John Martin to St. Augustine to protest against the 
depredations of some Spanish privateers off the coast 
of Virginia. Asks that Capt. Martin be paid for his 
losses and expenses. 

Dec. 20. — The House resolves to give Capt. John Martin £200 for 
his good services on the St. Augustine expedition and to 
distribute £200 among the widows of such as went under 
him. 

Dec. 21, 1720. — Address of the House of Burgesses regarding 
the employment of William Byrd as their agent in 
England. 

May 9, 1722. — Message of Governor Spotswood regarding the 
advantage of raising naval stores for England, and 
treaty with the Five Nations. 

May 15, 1722. — A petition of John Blinco to dock entailed lands 
in Northumberland. 
A petition of John Brush for allowance for a hurt received 

in firing the Great Guns on the 28th of May. 
A petition of Richard Hickman praying to be allowed his 
usual salary and expenses for keeping the Capitol and 
clock. 

May 18, 1722. — Miles Cary, Jr., admitted clerk of the Committee 
for Public Claims, in place of his father Miles Cary, 
who is very sick. 

May 23, 1722. — Message of Gov. Spotswood regarding the money 
expended by the late Virginia Indian Company for re- 
pairing Fort Christanna, maintaining the guard there, 
and supporting the Catawba Indian hostages. Recom- 
mends the payment of the accounts submitted by Thomas 
Jones in behalf of the Company. 
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May 26, 1722.— Petition of Richard Hickman for a flag and 
cushions for the Capitol. 

May 28, 1722. — Petition of the inhabitants of Williamsburg that 
the House apply to the governor to incorporate the said 
city. 

June 1, 1722. — Joint address of the Council and Burgesses to 
Gov. Spotswood soliciting him to preside in the pro- 
posed negotiations at New York with the Five Nations. 

June 3, 1722. — Joint address of the same to the governor for 
the incorporation of Williamsburg, the capital city of 
this colony. 

June 5, 1722. — One hundred and eighty pounds to be delivered 
to Mr. John Holloway, Mr. John Clayton and Mr. 
Archi : Blair for the purchase of a mace, a gown for the 
speaker, a gown for the clerk of the House of Burgesses, 
and a Bible and a common prayer book in folio, forty 
common prayer books in octavo, five doz. cushions of 
green cloth and three dozen leather chairs for the use 
of the Assembly, a bell for the Assembly and Gen 1 Court, 
and a flag for the capitol. 

June 7, 1722. — The governor prorogues the House with a eulogy 
on their "good temper, generosity and deference." 

May 9, 1723. — Hugh Drysdale, Governor, John Holloway, 
Speaker. 

May 14, 1723. — John Lomax and other freeholders of Essex 

complain of Col. Joseph Smith, who refused to sit in 

court and certify their grievances. 
May 16, 1723. — The Speaker lays before the House the treaty 

lately made with the Northern Indians. 
Message of the governor relating to a threatened negro 

insurrection. 
Petition of John Fox, son of Henry Fox, for confirming 

his title to lands purchased by his grandfather John 

West of the Pamunkey Indians. 

May 28, 1723. — Petition of Sarah Brechin to dock a feetail in 
land. 
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June 7, 1723. — William Hopkins attends the House in custody 
of the messenger to answer for abusing Mr. Kemp a 
member of the House. Assuming an insolent attitude 
he was ordered to ask pardon of the House and Mr. 
Kemp, on his knees. He refused, and was ordered to 
remain in custody. 

June 8, 1723. — An order that William Hopkins be led through 
the town by the doorkeepers of this House attended 
by the constables of the town from the Capitol Gate 
to the College Gate with an inscription upon his breast: 
"For insolent Behaviour at the Bar of the House of 
Burgesses, when he was there as an offender and with 
obstinacy and contempt disobeying their order:" And 
in case he shall refuse to walk that he be tied to a 
cart and drawn thro' the town and be afterwards com- 
mitted to the public Goal in Williamsburg. 
Petition of William Hopkins that he be permitted to 
undergo the censure of the House, according to the 
order of yesterday. 

June 10, 1723. — Mr. Hopkins kneels at the bar of the House 
and acknowledges his offences and apologizes in words 
drawn by direction of the House. He is then discharged 
from custody. 

June 5, 1723. — The House passes the Bill to dissolve the parish 
of Wilmington and to add the same to other parishes. 
Mr. John Holloway, Mr. John Clayton and Archibald 
Blair empowered to agree with workmen to build two 
stacks of chimneys with two fireplaces at the North 
end of the Captol. 

May 12, 1726. — A commission to Philip Finch from the Gover- 
nor to be "Sergeant-at-arms and mace-bearer" of the 
House of Burgesses recorded. (This is the first crea- 
tion of such an office. The officers of the House 
previous to this time were speaker, clerk, messenger, 
and doorkeepers.) 
Message of Governor Drysdale recommending assistance 
to the College. "It lies in a languishing state and wants 
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help to found their full number of Masters, which 
when once perfected will make a Noble Seminary not 
only for the Education of your young Gentlemen in 
the Liberal Arts and Sciences but for furnishing your 
churches with a sett of Sober Divines born of your- 
selves and bred among you, Advantages of greater im- 
portance than at present you may be aware of." 

May 20, 1726. — A petition of Henry Cary for pay, having been 
employed by the supervisors of the Capitol to make 
new posts and gates for the Capitol yard. 

May 27, 1726. — Petition of John Carter, Esq., Secretary of this 
Colony, in relation to Lands in James City County and 
Northampton appropriated upon the first settlement of 
the Colony to the office of Secretary of the Colony. 
Desires that he and his successors may hold the said 
lands during continuance in office and make leases for 
21 years or three lives. 
A petition of Elizabeth Cocke, of Henrico, widow, and 
James Cocke, her eldest son and heir, to dock the fee 
tail in 100 acres called Curies, in the County of Henrico. 

June 1, 1726. — The following officers paid: Mr. John Randolph, 
clerk of the House of Burgesses; Mr. William Robert- 
son, Clerk of the General Assembly ; Mr. Godfrey Pole, 
Clerk of the Committee of Proposition and Grievances ; 
Mr. Miles Cary, Clerk of the Committee of Public 
Claims ; Mr. Philip Finch, sergeant-at-arms and mace- 
bearer; Mr. Le Neve, Chaplain; Mr. Richard Hickman, 
doorkeeper of the Council ; Nicholas Wager, Robt. Dyer 
& William Francis, doorkeepers attending the House. 

June 2, 1726. — Address of the Council and Burgesses to the 
King. Among other things they say that they had laid 
a duty on liquors imported, except from Great Britain, 
and appropriated 200 pounds per annum, for the sup- 
port of the College, asking the King to contribute also, 
as King William, Queen Mary & Queen Anne had 
done. 



